July 26, 1967 


Dr. Ulysses B. Blakeley 

The Qnod of Mew Jersey 

United Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
The Presbytery of Newark 
910-12 MeCarter Highway 
Newark, Now Jersey 07102 


Dear Dr. Bleksley: 


This is first to acknowledge your kind letter of July 13, 1967, 
which I did not ge. « 11 after our conference and especially for 
the generous thoughts you express concerning my associates and 
myself. I hope and believe that we will be able to demonstrate beth 
our good will and “expertise” as time goes ca. 


Secondly, I would like very briefly to euemaxize the pointe dis- 
cussed in our conference. 


1, I have authorized you tc offer my services as an attorney im cone 
nection with the forthcoming investigation, or investigations ef the 
recent riots. Charges have been and will be made going to the 
intemperate statewente of officials and to excessive use of vielence 
and other provocations by the authorities. These mist be thoroughly 
investigated, and whan substantiated by evidence should be well 
formulated and vigorously preesed. Only this kind of investigation, 

d ion and pr ation will be of value in drawing the final 
conclusions which may suggest procedures which would go to eliminate 
the causes of the riots and to minimise their impact and extent when 
frustrations excee! the limits of tolerance. 


2. In my many years at the Bar, I have ticipated in New Jersey, 
in wahington, D.C. and in many places the country, in 
legislative investigations and hearings, administrative hearings ef 
extended duration, and ef course, in many trials and appeals, where 
the preparation of evidence and the analysis of documentary material 
by way of statements and affidavite, was inperative. 


3. My services, if called upen for thie purpose, will be entirely 
on @ volunteer basis. 
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- De. Ulysses B. Blakeley 
July 20, 1967 


4. I would like to becems a member of your Committee en Gonearns 
and evait the result of your good auspices in thet respect. 


5. More than ever, the problem of housing in the City of Rewark 
tome ne a prims source ef irritation - and there should be immed- 
iate plans for accelerating housing programs. Beth f derel end 
isto Pite lave should be invoked and housing fer Newark should be 
ena of the first programe to be initiated under the State legisie- 
tion. Non-profit spenesored housing can play a sajor role, net oniy 
in speeding development, but also in providing the social amenities 
which will be necessary to create living conditions under which 
wiots would be no wore than 8 fading memory. 


6. I made a speci. veference to the sharp controversy Over the 
intended allocation of a large slum area for a new hospital couplex. 
The basic objection iz that the elimination of the slum dwellings 
will leave the occupants literally with no place to 8°» by 

good planning princ ples, such an area could be a blend ef the 
hospital buildings, heusing accommodations for hospital workers 

for those displaced by the slum clearance, as well as for persons 
of moderate incom. Appropriately there could be provisions fer 
housing for the elderly, perhaps with special emphasis on wetired 
heespital personnel, nurses and doctors who might render part tims 
pervices in the hospital complex.‘ The elderly population might well 
become the subject of study, if geriatrics were to be one of the 
concerns of tha hospital complex. A neighberhood center and a oome 
mercial area could be included in the overall plan. 


By this kind of planning the result would not merely be a hospital 
complex or center, but a commmnity which would serve that center and 


start were made on the housing aspects of the project. This would not 
only be a show of faith, but would provide immediate housing 

for persons as they are å laced by the demolitien of their present 
hemos Balanced s $e Seve ul and esnstruction be 
worked out so that t hospital complex end the commmity ereund it 
would develop simultaneously. 


Such a plan deve: with the participation of the people iavelved 
working with the e might well be part ef a new era of good 
eesial relations in the reconstruction ef so much of Mewark - 
which is so badly needed. 


4 Eaki imet , pr runor y hma peeta 


‘taggin cep Hine 
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as 28, Maddy 
G) 
July 20, 190° 


For the purpose set roin in coe tits. paragraph i can ba available 
on short aetece. L loos cocwacd to eeting with you again. 


Sancerely, 


brani J. ISSERMAN 


